
By Pastor Jason Holt 

 

òThis was the best!ò 

 

A middle school teen said this comment to me 

over his shoulder as he piled into the vehicle that 

would take him home.  The first weekend of 

February approximately 250 youths descended 

upon the Association Retreat Center (ARC) for 

Sno Daze and SIDExSIDE.   

The simultaneous retreats for 4th ï 7th graders at the former and for grades 7th ï 12th for the latter 

had some powerful moments. 

 

Erickson was the key last name for speakers.  Pastor Todd Erickson (Roseau MN) led the younger 

section to dig into their Bibles.  Meanwhile across the grounds, Jeremy Erickson (Bloomington 

MN) shared from Godôs Word with the older group about the stance of being ñFearlessò, which 

stems from a vibrant relationship with Jesus by faith. 

 

Our ARC Staff did a beautiful job of meshing the schedules in order that each young person in 

attendance could ñcome away and rest awhileò.  But since I am recalling a youth retreat, you will 

not be surprised that only a little rest was needed.  Much time and energy was expended in the 

gym, on the sledding hill, and above the frozen lake. 

 

The ARC Winter Retreats have become a key event early in the calendar year for many youth 

groups in the region.  It is wonderful to see young people impacted by the Gospel of Jesus and 

leave changed with memories of fun and faith. 

 

My young friend was righté it is the best! 
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The Lord is my light and 
my salvation-whom shall I fear. 

Psalm 27:1a 

ARC to host REACH FOR MORE EVENT  

T he ARC is joining in partnership with the Valley 

Youth Network and the St. Croix Valley Ministe-

rial Association to present óReach for Moreô.  

 Reach for more is a ministry which rose from the 

Columbine School shootings and features óT-Bone (a 

Christian Rap Artist), Brooks Gibbs and Dana Scott 

(whose sister was a victim in the Columbine tragedy). 

 The event features assemblies in Middle Schools in 

Amery, Osceola and St. Croix Falls on Friday. Saturday 

night students will come to the ARC to hear T-Bone, 

and to hear inspiring stories and a message of faith in 

Christ by Brooks Gibbs and Dana Scott. 

 Doors to the event open on Saturday April 10 at 6:30 

and the event will close at 9:30 PM.  

 The óReach for Moreô event is one more example of 

how the ARC is reaching out to partner with local 

churches and the community in bringing the good news 

of Jesus Christ to those who need to hear it. 

 Please be in prayer for this event. 

SnoDaze & SIDExSIDE  

T hrivent Choicesm is a new 
giving program that lets 

members help choose where 
Thrivent Financial gives back. 
 Members can participate in 
one or two ways: 

Voting ð All benefit & associ-
ate members will be eligible to 
"vote" to distribute a portion 
of Thrivent Financial's charita-
ble funds among a short list of 
national charities.  

 

Choice Dollars ð Approxi-
mately 30% of benefit     
members will be able to direct 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to 
thousands of Lutheran non-
profit organizations, including 
Lutheran congregations. 
(About 75% of past partici-
pants in the GivingPlus® pro-
gram will be eligible to direct 
Choice Dollars.)  

The ARC is eligible to receive 
Thrivent Choice Dollars! For 
more information  go to 
Thrivent Choice at: https://
www.thrivent.com/
thriventchoice or call Pat at 800-
294-2877 

Thrivent Choice  
Replacing GivingPlus  



F red Booth has been coaching basketball for 37 years. During that time he has won 
numerous awards and championships including the Wisconsin State Title in 2001.  

 This year Coach Booth brings his expertise in teaching basketball as well as his 
passion for God to the ARC for a weekend of physical and spiritual training. 
 There will be two separate camps at the ARC for 2010. June 14-17 the ARC will 
host a Day Camp for 4th-8th graders from 7:30 AM until 11:30 AM. The camp will run 
from Monday through Thursday.  

 A Young Menõs Basketball Camp for grades 7-12 will be held June 18-20. This camp will begin Friday 
afternoon and run through Sunday afternoon. Both camps will emphasize spiritual as well as basketball 

fundamentals.  
 Go to www.arc-aflc.org and click on Boys Basketball Camp for information and registration materials. 
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Spotlight on The ARC: Chef Andrew 

2010 ARC Retreats 
 

Menõs Retreat 
April 23-25 

 

ARC Family Weekend 
May 21-23, 2010 

 

Fire Up Youth 
(Grades 4-7) 
June 20-25 

 

Kidsõ Camp 
(Grades 1-3) 
June 25-27 

 

Family Camp 
July 25-31 

 

Classicsõ Retreat 
(55 & Over) 

September 17-19 
 

ARC Family Weekend 
October, 2010 

 

Chosen Child  
Conference 
November 5-7 

 

Silent Prayer Retreat 
December 3-4 

 

ChristmasFestival 
The Carol 

December, 2010 

ANNOUNCING ARC BOYS BASKETBALL CAMPS!  

I   grew up in Osceola and graduated from high school in 2003. My 
first job after high school was working at the ARC. It was supposed 

to  be just a summer job for me to help pay for my first year of  
community college. 
 
I started by working on the roof of Pat Flanders house and got a nice 
tan while I made some friends and learned a little bit about construction.  
A few weeks into the summer Eric Westlake was installing tile in my 
parentõs kitchen while I was making supper.  I think he liked the way I 

was quickly throwing together a feast from scratch because we got talking about food and he told me to 
go to the kitchen to work the next day instead of at the construction site. 
 
It wasnõt long before I realized that I liked working in the kitchen. In fact, I liked it enough to start look-
ing at Culinary Schools.  That summer I made a plan to work at the ARC another year, save some money 
and then go to the Illinois Institute of Art in Chicago for Culinary Management. 
 
I spent the next five years in Chicago, working in restaurants and going to school.  During my last semes-
ter, in the winter of 2007, I took taken an internship as a restaurant manager for Famous Daveõs. I decided 
to stay with Famous Daveõs after I graduated and quickly found my groove in the catering world. 
 
I really enjoyed helping customers find the perfect meal to go with the event they were planning.  There 
was gratification for me when I could meet and exceed their expectations and they would come back to 
me and tell me how happy all their guests were with the food. 
 
My life was cruising along in Chicago but God had a different plan for me.  I came home to see ôThe 
Carolõ at the ARC in 2008 and fell in love with Mrs. Cratchit.  I started dating Kaitlyn (who played Mrs. 
Cratchit) immediately and quickly began to realize that my home was back in Osceola. Even then, I had a 
feeling that the ARC was going to be part of the plan God was showing me. Kaitlyn and I got engaged on 
Christmas Eve 2009 and be getting married this July.   
 
God has a plan for all of us and I can feel God pushing me into this new role at the ARC.  I believe that 
ARC Catering will be something that is a blessing to the ARC, the community and the ARC staff 
(including myself).  We are all really excited to see what God has for us this year as we start this new ad-
venture.  ARC Catering will be a professional catering service that will provide excellent food and service 
at an affordable price. 

Although the ARC has been involved in Catering for years, we are excited to announce an increased 

focus on this avenue of ministry for our Retreat Center. Following is an article written by Chef An-

drew Carlson who is working with the ARC leadership team to market óARC Cateringô as well as the 

other aspects of the ARC ministry. Be watching for further developments on this exciting new en-

deavor. Be praying that even through ARC Catering people will sense the love of Jesus Christ. Andrew 

is the son of Kevin and Marcia Carlson. Kevin is director of óThe Carol.ô 

ARC Praise and Prayer: 

Praises: 
Donation of 11 display  
panels. 

Several re-dedications to 
Christ during the ARC 
Womenõs Retreat. 

Over 100 re-dedications to 
Christ at a recent MN 
United Prayer retreat. 

Increase in volunteers at 
the ARC. 

Prayer: 
Waterslide project funds. 

2010 B.O.L.D. campaign. 

ARC Corporation as they 
consider a Strategic Plan. 

Upcoming court date 
regarding issues with two 
neighbors. 

ARC finances.  

Person (s) who have been 
stealing from the ARC 
kitchen. 

Volunteer for IT help at 
the ARC. 


