
The Carol 1 

ARC Christmas Festival 1 

B.O.L.D. Update 2 

Prayer & Praise 2 

ARC Updates 3 

Volunteers! 3 

Back Page! 4 

In this issue: 

The  Newsletter  of  the  Assoc iat ion Retreat  Center  

The ARC-ives December 2010/January 2011 

Volume VII, Issue  6 

www.arc-aflc.org 

The Lord is my light  

and my salvation- 

whom shall I fear.  

       Psalm 27:1a 

2010 ARC Retreats 
 
 

Christmas Festival 
December 11 

 

The Carol 
December 10-12 & 17-19 

 

January 2011 
 

AFLC Home Missions 
17 & 18 

 
AFLC Pastors & Wives 

18-20 
 

AFLC Youth Board 
20 & 21 

 
AFLC Youth workers 

21-23 

The ARC Christmas Festival 
T he Christmas holiday season is a time when we not only celebrate the birth of Jesus, but we 
celebrate families as well. The ARC Christmas Festival is the perfect time and place to enjoy both. 
Enjoy a variety of activities, enjoy some great ‟party food‟ and take in a performance of the Carol.  
Doors to the Festival are open from 12:00 noon until 6:00 with Carol performances at 3:00 & 7:00. 
For those who want to make a weekend of it, the ARC is also offering special pricing on lodging so 
that you can stay the night before heading home to your own celebrations.  

Make the ARC Christmas Festival  a great addition to your families holiday plans! 

Friday December 10 @ 7:00 PM 
Saturday December 11 @ 3:00 PM 
Saturday December 11 @ 7:00 PM 
Sunday December 12 @ 4:30 PM 
Friday  December 17 @ 7:00 PM 
Saturday December 18 @ 7:00 PM 
Sunday December 19 @ 4:30 PM 

Christmas Praise 
(5:30-6:30) 

 
Join the cast and 
community for a  
special time of 

Christmas Praise and 
Worship. 

Hayrides & Campfires 

The Carol, a musical adaptation of Charles Dickens‟ 
“A Christmas Carol” will be returning to the ARC 
with a cast of nearly 70 people of all ages.  

Experience the story of Ebenezer Scrooge and his 
journey into time and space to discover the real mean-
ing of Christmas. 

The Carol is presented as a gift to the community and 
is free of charge thanks to the generous contributions 
of local individuals and businesses. It has been a fam-
ily tradition in the St. Croix Valley since 1980.  

See our website (www.arc-aflc.org) for more informa-
tion on the ARC Christmas Festival and The Carol. 

Enjoy a variety of home-made holiday crafts and baked goods.  

Fun for 

the Kids 

Concessions 
Available 

Silent Auction  

12-2:00 

Have Pizza with the Cast! 

Friday December 17 
9:00 PM 

Cost: $5.00 per person 

Enjoy a Pizza Buffet night and 
mingle with Carol Cast members.  



And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has 
given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy 
and their extreme poverty welled up in rich  
generosity. 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 

T he ARC staff as well as nearly 90 people from the community have 
been busy the last couple months getting ready for the ARC 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL and the 2010 production of „The Carol.‟ While the message of The 
Carol is timeless, each year we do the production it takes on a different twist. 
 This year we as a cast have been impressed with the idea of priorities and what is really im-
portant. The difference in Scrooge‟s outlook on life and the lives of others is evident in the very 
first scene. Scrooge is asked to give to a fund to help the poor. Although he was very rich, he 
was also very stingy and refused to give anything at all. Cratchit, on the other hand, poor as he 
was, gave what he had to a group of carolers in the street.  
 Although the story of the „Christmas Carol‟ is fictitious and set in the 1800‟s, the reality of 
generosity is the same. It isn‟t the people who have great wealth that are generous, but the peo-
ple who have great compassion. 
 That‟s the message the Apostle Paul gives us regarding the churches in Macedonia. The 
church at that time was in a deep financial struggle as well as undergoing severe persecution. In 
the midst of their calamity they knew what was important. They learned that sometimes the 
secret to being blessed by God was to give inspite of their calamity. This giving wasn‟t a giving 
based on obligation but desire to see Kingdom work being done. 
 We at the ARC find ourselves in the midst of a major giving campaign designed to eliminate 
our bank mortgages. The elimination of these mortgages isn‟t for convenience, but so that we 
can continue to do the Kingdom work we have been called to do.  
 At the writing of this newsletter we have collected $145,000.00 in gifts and pledges towards 
our goal of $650,000.00. We are so that you, our ministry partners, have seen the vision to help 
assure that the ARC continues to do Kingdom work as we have for over 30 years. 
 Every $1,000.00 ticket purchased not only blesses you, but is an investment in the lives of 
many who come to the ARC to draw closer in their relationship to God.  
 Thank you for your support. Please continue to pray for our campaign as we draw to the 
close of 2010. 
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ARC Praise and Prayer: 

Praises: 
145 tickets sold towards 
our B.O.L.D Mortgage 
Elimination campaign. 
Donation of carpeting for 
„The Carol‟ stage. 
Many local businesses and 
individuals who have 
come along side the ARC 
ministry. 
January is looking very 
strong for new camps and 
groups! 
Good showing for our 
Scandinavian dinner in-
spite of bad weather. 

Prayer 
The Carol and other 
Christmas festivities at the 
ARC. 
Churches as they minister 
to people who may only 
come to church at  
Christmas. 
The B.O.L.D. campaign. 
ARC Corporation mem-
bers and their families. 
Service men and women 
who are separated from 
family over the holdays. 
Your pastor. 

2010 ARC Mortgage Elimination Campaign 

Thank you St. Johns Lutheran Church! 

Pictured left to right: Eilert Buhr, Wayne Lehmann, Gene 
Vukonich (ARC), Pastor Steendahl, Doug Van Hoveln 
and ARC Board member, Steve Lehmann  

Illinois Church raises over 
$14,000.00 towards ARC Mortgage 

Elimination Campaign 

S t. John‟s Lutheran Church in 
Schwer, Illinois has been a long-

time ministry partner with the ARC. 
 For over ten years the church has 
sent a group of men, headed up by 
ARC Board member Steve Lehman, to 
do some work project at the ARC dur-
ing AFLC Home Missions and Pastor‟s 
Conference.  
 In 2010 the church also became a 
financial partner with the ARC by rais-
ing $14,577.46 as part of their 135th 
anniversary celebration. The church 
had earlier pledged $100.00 for every 
year of ministry but the final tally  
exceeded that goal! 

2 Corinthians 1:20 

T he ARC Theme Verse 
for 2011 reminds each 

of us that only through the 
death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ we can we ex-
perience all the promises 
that God has given us. 
 Be in prayer that each 
camp & group that uses the 
ARC facilities during 2011 
will be reminded of the 
great promises we have 
available to us because of 
Jesus Christ. 
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Chosen Child Conference 

Hope for Adoptive Families 

Beth Thomas returned to the ARC for the  
second annual „Chosen Child Conference‟ in 
November. This year‟s retreat focused attention 
on parents and teens with childcare provided as 
needed. Pastor Richard and Rae Slieper  
provided the spiritual guidance for the retreat. 

ARC Family Weekend: 

Flowerbeds prepared 

New roof on Gaza Building 

Wood Split 

FUN!! 

If you missed it, you missed a 
great time! See you in May! 

ARC EQUIPMENT DONATION 

Pictured: Bob Dietsche, Cliff & Donna Seldal, Pat Flanders 

If you‟ve ever noticed the smile on a boys face when he gets a new toy 
you‟ll have an idea of how Bob Dietsche looks when driving the ARC‟s 
„new‟ Lull around camp! This piece of equipment has been a valuable 
addition for lifting and hauling things around the ARC. Thanks to Dick 
Hitzeroth for working to acquire the Lull and to Cliff and Donna 
Seldal for helping make the delivery from Illinois! 

Thanks to Al and Becky  Behm for donating approxi-

mately 125 square yards of carpet to the ARC. This car-

pet will be used to upgrade and refurbish several of our 

lodging rooms. 

*Please register as a church group if 
possible but everyone is welcome! 

Early Bird 

Special!! 

Skiing 
(SIDExSIDE only) 
Lift Ticket $17 
Snowboard/ski rental $15 

Broomball, Tubing, Basketball, Volleyball, Swimming (at 
Osceola School pool) and More!  

*Discounts are available for families having more than 1 child attend-
ing. (2 children discount of  10% each/3 or more children discount of 
15% each. 

SIDExSIDE & Sno Daze 
 February  4-6 

Grades 7-12 & Grades 4-7 

Register by Jan.24th - Cost $90*    

After Jan. 24th - Cost $110* 

Take some time for each 
other by „coming away and 

resting awhile‟. 

Couplesõ Retreat         

Feb. 18-19 (20)* 
Cost $130 per couple 

*Option-extra night lodging w/breakfast-$30 

Retreat begins Friday at 7:00 pm &  concludes following 
the Saturday evening banquet. 



The ARC is a non-profit ministry owned and operated by the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations and offers the perfect setting for your 

group to leave the chaos of society  and find a quiet place to rest, reflect and re-energize. We welcome you to óCome away, and rest awhile.ò For 

information on booking the ARC for your next group event contact us at: the_arc@centurytel.net or call us at 800-294-2877. You can also visit us 

on the web at www.arc-aflc.org. 

T H E   N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  
A S S O C I A T I O N  R E T R E A T  C E N T E R  

"Come away and rest awhile"-Mark 6:31 

The ARC-ives 

„Frisbee Golf‟ equipment 

Full & Queen sized beds & 
mattresses. 

Stacking chairs 

New paper cutter for office 

3-4 2000 lumen projectors 

Gator type vehicle 

Weber charcoal grills 

CD/DVD Duplicator 

Power Snake 

Commercial Washers/Dryers 

Personal CD players 
 

ARC WISH LIST 

B.O.L.D. 2010: ARC Mortgage Elimination Campaign 

Here is my gift of: ______________   Ã This is a one time gift.  Ã By faith I am pledging a monthly gift of: __________ 

My gift is:  Ã  Cash    Ã   Personal Check      Credit Card:  Ã VISA     Ã Mastercard     Ã Discover 

Name (on card): _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Card #: _________________________________________________________ Expiration Date: _______________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________ State: ____ Zip: ___________  Phone: ______________ Email: __________________________ 

Ã I would like information on how my company can match this gift.  

Ã I would like information on becoming a Thrivent member. 
Ã Please withhold my name from recognition. 

YES! You can count on me to help ELIMINATE THE ARC MORTGAGE. I realize that my gift will enable the ARC 

to continue to be a safe place for people of all ages to come for Physical and Spiritual rest so that they can go back to 

their homes, churches and communities re-energized to serve Christ.  
(The ARC is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. All gifts given to the ARC are tax-deductible.) 

ARC Retreats & Camps 

December 

3-5 AHS Ski Team 
 Hmong Alliance  

9 Polaris Dinner 

10-12 "The Carol" 

 N.L.I.C. 
 Cristo Vive  

  Bethlehem Baptist 

 Grace Church 

17-19 "The Carol" 

 New Life Church 

26-28 Johnson Family 

28-31 Carlson Family 
  Anderson/Riker 

Family 
  Maranatha-FL 

 Jeska Family 

January 

3-6 AHS Ski Team 
 Cretin Derham Hall 
7-9 Sunday Night Men's 

Group 
12-13 Cretin Derham Hall 
13-16 Creative Memories—

Sharon 
 Angelica Cantanti 
17-21 AFLC Home Mission 
 AFLC Pastor's  
 ALFC Youth Board 
 Cretin Derham Hall 
21-23 Community of Christ 
  AFLC Youth Workers 
  Creative Memories— 

Donna 
28-30 Boy Scout Troup 226 

Itõs Curtains for the ARC! 
Yep, thatôs right. We need curtains for our dorm rooms. If you 

are handy with a needle and thread give Mary Anderson a call at 

800-294-2877. She has all the information you will need for 

making some simple plaid curtains to dress up the dorm rooms! 

Contact Pat Flanders by phone 
at 1-800-294-2877 or email: 
pjfland@centurytel.net. Don‟t 
see an area listed but want to 
help? Call us! 

IT assistance 
Housekeeping 
Landscaping 
Painting 
Clerical 
Organizing 

storage areas 
Carpet laying 

Wise men still seek 

Him. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

mailto:the_arc@centurytel.net

